Western High School

English I Curriculum Letter

2013-2014

Dear Parent/Student:

The English Department would like to inform you about what we expect of our students in the areas of academic achievement and discipline. This paper will acquaint you with the materials used, classroom procedures, and evaluation process.
Objectives:

· Enable students to have a better understanding of literature.

· Improve oral and written language skills.

· Demonstrate growth in the skills of communication, collaboration, creativity and critical thinking.

Major Works:


Night, Wiesel
       Of Mice and Men, Steinbeck
       Other extended works, fiction and non-fiction
Play:
Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare

Late or Make-up Work:

· No make-up work will be accepted for unexcused absences. 
· Immediately upon return from an excused absence, the student is responsible for looking up the missed assignments online and getting important handouts from the homework wall.
· After the student is aware of the missed work, he/she must arrange to speak with the instructor about due dates and expectations for the missed assignments. 
· Students who have missing, incomplete, or unsatisfactory work may be referred to PASS.  Outside of PASS, late work will not be accepted.
· The English Department will neither assign nor accept any extra credit.  See the instructor for exceptions.
Portfolios:

· Students will contribute work to individual portfolios throughout the year. Portfolios will be due for evaluation at the end of each quarter and semester. These portfolios will be used as an integral part of the Senior Portfolio Project.
Writing Experiences:
Begin 4-year portfolios

Narrative

Argumentative
Informational/Expository

Timed Writings

*Western uses only the Microsoft Word program (not Works, not WordPad, not Word Perfect), should students need to use school equipment

*All essays must be submitted to turnitin.com by the posted deadline to be graded.

Tools for Success:

· 3-ring-binder 

· Composition Book (100+ pages)
· College-ruled paper

· Pens (dark blue and black ink only) 
· Post-it notes 
· Flash drive, thumb drive, or memory stick (USB) for the computer – for school use
· Core works as assigned
English Supply Fee:

· The English Department requests a contribution of $3 for supplies such as printer paper, toner, and books.
Grading Policy:


Tests, quizzes, class and homework assignments, essays, portfolios and any projects will be given a point value. 

Category Breakdown for Grades:
Essay 


 40%
Class/Home Work
 30%
Exams/Quizzes

 20%
Independent Reading (IR)   10%
Cheating Policy:     

The English Department supports the WHS honor code. No credit will be given for work copied from students or other sources and claimed as one’s own work. Any work being done in English classes for any other class will be confiscated. Students who violate the cheating policy will be referred to the administration for discipline. Please refer to the Western High School Assertive Discipline Policy in the Western High School Agenda Planner for more information regarding cheating (academic dishonesty).
My personal goal is to help my students develop a deeper understanding of literature as well as help them develop their thoughts and ideas through their reading and writing.  

If you have any questions about your student's progress, please do not hesitate to contact me.  The easiest way and time to reach me is by email.  You may also call the school at (714) 220-4040, leave a message, and I will return your call. 

I am looking forward to working with you this year to help your student be successful. 

Sincerely,

Wendy Criner

      Alex Goodman
Room 45

      Room 45
criner_we@auhsd.us
      agoodman@csu.fullerton.edu 
www.westernhs.org 

English Department

Assertive Discipline Plan, 2012-2013
Philosophy:

In order to guarantee your student, and all the students in the classroom, the learning climate they deserve, we will be utilizing the following discipline plan.  We believe all students can behave appropriately in the classroom.  We will not tolerate any student preventing us from teaching and/or any student from learning.  

Class Rules:
· Communicate only with teacher’s permission
· Grooming will be done before or after class
· Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself
· Follow all directions
· Electronic devices will be off during class
If a student chooses to break a rule:
· First consequence:

Warning

· Second consequence:
30-minute detention

· Third consequence:

60-minute detention and home contact

· Fourth consequence:
60-minute detention, home contact, removal from class, and referral to

Assistant Principal

Student reaches the fourth step immediately for:

a.
Verbal or physical abuse of teacher or student;

b.
Property abuse or destruction;

c.
Overt refusal to work.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
(Please cut with scissors on the dotted line, sign on all lines requiring signatures, and return to teacher.)

I have read and understand the English Curriculum Letter and Assertive Discipline Plan.
English classes at Western High School have classroom libraries made up of both teacher-supplied and student-donated books.  I understand that my student will read a variety of materials of his or her own choice from this library and/or outside sources.  I understand that my student will never be required to read a particular book from any classroom library.  In addition, I agree to monitor my student’s choices of personal books brought to school, donated to the classroom library, or checked out from the classroom library to assure that they are appropriate for school.

Student Name (print):____________________________________________________________________________
*Student Signature: X____________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name (print):_____________________________________________________________________
*Parent/Guardian Signature: X_____________________________________________________________________
Daytime Phone Number:__________________________Parent Email Address:______________________________
