R.A.D.D. LEADS
Build suspense!  Make your reader WANT to read your paper!

[image: image1.wmf]     REACTION:  The character reacts to something the character has seen, 
     heard, experienced…but the reader doesn’t know what the character is
     reacting to.
(In movie-speak, the camera focuses on the actor’s face as it reacts to something off-camera.)


Susan’s smile shattered into a thousand pieces when she walked into her house on the first day of Christmas break.  As she walked into the living room, her arms broke out into goose bump pimples as the warmth of the afternoon sun disappeared into the dark gloom of her house.  Her eyes nervously glanced at the drawn curtains.  

[image: image2.wmf]      ACTION:  The character is doing something without it being clear to the 
      reader what is happening.
(In movie-speak, the camera kicks into slow-motion and turns one or seconds into a highly detailed, see-everything-including-the-boxing-glove-smashing-into-the-cheek-sweat-drops-flying-blood-splattering-chin-wobbling blow that lasts for thirty seconds.)  


Mrs. Jordan’s miniature chow was not a dog today but rather a hurdle in the 300-yard dash.  Susan lowered her chin, picked up her speed, and, with her lunch box in hand, she leaped over the sleeping dog.  Upon landing, she imagined a crowd screaming, “Gold medal!  Gold medal!”  

[image: image3.wmf]     DIALOGUE:  Start with a catchy conversation.  

      (In movie-speak, the opening scene could be a voice-over or just a tightly-focused conversation
       without preface.)  


“Tiffany fell off the swings today, and she cried and cried and cried.  I mean like a big baby,” Stephanie said as she burst into a theatrical rendition of a wailing baby.  


“Be quiet!  Geez, don’t talk so much,” complained her older sister, Susan.  


“I’m not talking so much.  Anyway, they had chocolate pudding at lunch, and Bobby Williams knocked my tray over.  The lunch lady wouldn’t give me another one.  Isn’t that so mean?  Bobby Williams makes me so mad.”  Stephanie continued rambling the whole way home, much to her sister’s dismay.  

[image: image4.wmf]         DETAILED DESCRIPTION:  Use detail to make the scene vivid;  Establish
         the setting (place and time) of the story.  
(In movie-speak, the camera has dropped down into the scene and is doing a slow 360˚ turn around the set.)  

Susan’s small average neighborhood was lined with trees less than twenty-five years old.  The tops of the trees had just begun to offer shade against the hot California sun.  To a visitor’s eye, each house would barely be distinguishable from the next, and any distinct features would soon be forgotten.  The sidewalk stretched and curved in sections marked by an occasional survey mark.  Among the neighborhood kids, these marks were termed “nerd boxes” and had to be jumped over to avoid the “nerd curse.”  
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