Western High School

School Site Council

BYLAWS

These bylaws shall be deemed adopted and in full force upon a three-fourths (3/4) vote of the Western High School Site Council.  Nothing herein is intended to be in conflict with state law, district policy or any collective bargaining agreement.  Should it come to the attention of the council that a provision is in conflict with any of the above the council shall undertake amending the bylaws.  Should such a conflict arise the remainder of these bylaws remains in effect.  
ARTICLE I:  Name

1.1
The name of this council shall be the Western High School Site Council (SSC).

ARTICLE II:  Role of Council

2.1
The Western High School Site Council shall have ongoing responsibility to review with the principal, teachers, parents, other school personnel, and students the implementation of the school improvement program and to assess regularly the effectiveness of the plan by methods determined to be appropriate by the School Site Council.  Modifications or any improvement to the plan or budget shall be developed, recommended, and approved by the Western High School Site Council.  The Western High School Site Council shall also carry out all other duties assigned to it under the auspices of state law, School District policies or any collective bargaining agreement.  The School Site Council shall disperse all funds delegated to its authority by law in the spring of each school year for the following school year.  This is to include all SI and Title 6 money.

ARTICLE III:  Members

3.1 The Western High School Site Council shall be composed of sixteen (16) members in a manner consistent with ED Code 52012.

3.1.1 All School Site Council members should attend appropriate training sessions provided by the district or other authority

3.2 The needs and resources of the School Improvement Program require that membership include broad representation of parents, students, teachers, and other school staff and an attempt shall be made to include as many socioeconomic and ethnic groups represented in the school attendance area as possible.  Representation on the Western High School Site Council shall be:  the principal, classroom teachers chosen by classroom teachers at the school, other school personnel chosen by other school personnel, parents of pupils attending selected by parents of pupils attending the school, and students chosen by students attending the school.  The Western High School Site Council shall be constituted to ensure parity between (a) the principal, classroom teachers, and other school personnel; and (b) equal numbers of parent students.  In order to qualify for membership on the Western High School Site Council all members must be selected by and be a member of the group he or she wishes to represent.

3.3 Classroom teachers shall constitute the majority of those persons representing school staff.
3.4 Council members representing parents may be employees of the school district but may not serve as a parent representative at the site of employment.

3.5 Term of Office

3.5.1 All members of the Western High School Council shall serve for a two-year term.  Terms shall run from September 1 to August.  In order to achieve staggered membership and continuity a certain number of the Western High School Site Council’s membership shall be elected in odd numbered years and even numbered years.  The Western High School site Council shall determine from year to year whose terms apply to which years.

3.5.2 A term of office shall be for 2 years.  Any member completing his or her term may run again without a waiting period.  All members shall be elected in the manner prescribed in these by-laws.

3.6 Voting rights – Each member shall be entitled to one vote and may cast that vote on each matter submitted to a vote of the Western High School Site Council.  Absentee votes and ballots shall not be permitted.

3.7 Termination of Membership – A member shall no longer hold membership should he or she no longer meet the membership requirements under which he or she was elected as outlined in 3.2 above.  Upon the 3rd absence, the member will be released from his or her obligation and a special election shall be held to fill the vacancy from that member’s representative group.

3.8 Transfer of Membership – Membership in the Western High School Site Council is not transferable or assignable.

3.9 Any member may resign by filing a letter of resignation with the Western High School Site Council Chairperson.

3.10 Vacancy – Any vacancy on the Western High School Site Council shall be filled through the regular selection process.

Article IV:  Officers

4.1 Officer – The officers of the Western High School Site Council shall be a chairperson, vice-chairperson, and such other officers as the council may deem desirable.

4.2 Election and Term of Office – The officers of the Western High School Site Council shall be elected annually by the Site Council and shall serve for one year or until a successor has been elected.

4.3 Removal – Any officer may be removed by a two-thirds vote of the council whenever, in the judgment of the council the best interests of the council would be best served thereby.
4.4 Vacancy – Any vacancy in any office because of death, resignation, removal, disqualification, or otherwise shall, by special election, be filled by the Western High School Site Council for the unexpired portion of the term.

4.5 Chairperson – The chairperson shall preside at all meetings of the Western High School Site Council and may sign all letters, reports, and other communications of the council.  In addition, the chairperson shall perform all duties incident to the office of chairperson and such other duties as may be prescribed by the council.

4.6 Vice-Chairperson – The vice-chairperson shall represent the chairperson in all of his or her duties in the absence of said chairperson.

4.7 School Improvement Program (SIP) Coordinator (non-voting, ex officio) – The School Improvement Program (SIP) Coordinator shall keep the minutes of all meetings.  Upon approval of the minutes at all subsequent meetings they shall be posted in a prominent place on campus.

ARTICLE V:  Committees

5.1 Standing and Special Committees – The Western High School Site Council may from time to time establish and abolish such standing and special committees as it may desire.  No special standing committee may exercise the authority of the Western High School Site Council.

5.2 Membership – Unless otherwise designated in the decision to establish a committee the chairperson may appoint members to various committees.
5.3 Term of Office – Each member of a committee shall continue as such for the term of his or her appointment and until his or her successor is appointed, unless the committee shall sooner by terminated or abolished, or unless such member shall cease to qualify as a member of the committee or the council.

5.4 Rules – Each committee may adopt its own rules for its government provided no such rule is in conflict with these bylaws or any policy of the Anaheim Union High School District.

5.5 Quorum – A quorum as defined in these bylaws must be present for any business to be conducted at any meeting of any committee.

5.6 Vacancy – A vacancy in the membership of any committee may be filled by an appointment made in the same manner as provided in the case of the original appointment.

ARTICLE VI:  Meetings

6.1 Regular Meetings – The Western High School Site Council shall meet at least once per month while school is in session.

6.2 Special Meetings – Special meetings may be called by the chairperson or by majority petition of the Western High School Site Council.

6.3 Location of Meetings – The Western High School Site Council shall hold all of its meetings in a facility provided by the school and readily accessible by all members of the public including the handicapped.

6.4 Public notice shall be given 48 hours in advance of all regular meetings of the Western High School Site Council.  Such notice shall give the day, time, and place of the meeting.  Such notice shall be posted in a prominent place regularly frequented by all school personnel including students and parents.

6.5 All decisions of the Western High School Site Council shall become effective only after a majority vote of its members in attendance, provided a quorum is present.

6.6 Quorum – The presence of fifty percent (50%) plus one of the membership of the Western High School Site Council shall be required before business can be conducted.

6.7 Conduct of Meetings – All regular and special meetings of the Western High School Site Council and its committees shall be conducted in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order or in accordance with appropriate adaptation thereof.

6.8 Open to the Public – All regular and special meetings of the Western High School Site Council and of its standing and special committees shall be open at all times to the public.
ARTICLE VII:  Elections

7.1 Staggered Terms – In order to maintain continuity on the council it is desirable to have staggered terms in order to avoid an entirely new council being elected at one time.  It shall be the joint responsibility of the Chairperson and the SIP Coordinator to maintain a list of each member’s term expiration date.  Persons elected to fill an unexpired term shall serve only until the expiration of the original term for which they were elected.

7.2 Calendar – All terms are two years in length and begin on September 1 and expire on August 31.  Elections for expiring terms shall be held in the month of May prior to the expiration of a term.  All constituent groups represented on the council shall be notified by flier of the number of terms expiring and who is eligible to run.  The flyer shall contain a form for candidates to fill out indicating their desire to run.  Provision shall be made for a ballot statement of no more than 50 words if so desired.  A reasonable amount of time shall be provided between the notice of vacancy flier and the date of the election.  The flyer shall include an elections calendar that contains all important dates relative to the conduct of the election.  The chairperson of the council shall be responsible for the carrying out of these requirements.

7.3 Conduct of Elections – All elections shall be by secret ballot.  The Vice-Chairman shall be in charge of all elections in cooperation with the representative constituent member (s) of the council.  All ballots will be counted by the Vice-Chairman and an appropriate member of the constituent group and announced at the earliest convenience.  All ballots shall be kept for a period of one month after the elections have been concluded and announcements of the elected members are announced and posted.  Election results shall be posted and ratified at the next meeting of the council.  Newly elected members of the council shall be invited to attend any subsequent meetings of the council that are held before the newly elected member takes office.

7.4 Disputes – should a dispute arise over the conduct of an election or the results thereof, the council shall review the disputant’s claim of improper conduct.  The results of the election shall be held in abeyance until the dispute is settled by the council.  The council shall hear all sides in the dispute and decide whether or not to hold a new election.  Only upon a three-fourths (3/4) vote of the council can a new election be held.  Under no plurality of the votes to be elected without a new election that confirms such plurality.

ARTICLE VIII:  Amendment

8.1 Proposal – Proposed changes to these Bylaws can be made by any member of the Western High School Site Council, or any member of the constituent groups its members represent.  Proposed changes shall be in writing, with exact wording of the change and the section to be changed.
8.2 Notice – There shall be a minimum of one meeting from the time the proposed amendment is given to the council and the time of its consideration by the council.

8.3 Adoption – The amendment shall be ratified (adopted) and incorporated into these bylaws upon a three-fourths (3/4) vote of the Western High School Site Council.  The chairperson shall see that the change is incorporated into a printed version of these bylaws as soon as possible and posted in a prominent place on campus.

Adopted May 12, 1997 
Amended April 26, 1999
